Whanksgiving Proclamation

Jt is the duty of naticns as well as men to cwn their independence upon
humble sowvwow, yet with assured fiope that genuine repentance will lead to
mexcy and parden and to. vecognize the sublime tuith, anncunced in the Ftoly
is. Lond.

We bnow that by Fis divine law, nations, like individuals, are subjected
the awful calamity of civil war which ene desolates the land may be a
punistiment inflicted upen us for cur presumptucus sins, to the needful end of
our national xefenmation as a whole people.

We have been the vecipients of the cheicest bounties of heaven; we have

numbers, wealth and pewer as ne other natien has ever grown.

But we have forgotten God. We have forgetten the gracious hand which
presewed us in peace and multiplied and enviched and strengthened us, and
were produced by some superion wisdem and vidtue of cur cwwn. Intoxicated
with unbnoben success, we have become too self-sulficient to feel the necessity
of wedeeming and presewving grace, too. proud to pray te the God that made us.

Jt has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly,
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in foreign lands, te set apart and cbsewe the last Thursday of November as

a day of Thanksgiving and praise te our beneficent Father whe duwelleth in the

feauvens.
Ubrabam Lincaln
COctobier 3, 1563




